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CHAPTER I 

TENSES 

 

 

Topic/Code   : English Tenses/PI 1333 

SKS    : 3 SKS Credit Semester  

Time Allocation  : 3 X 50 Minutes 

Lecturer   : Mungkap Mangapul Siahaan 

Indicator Achievements : 1. Students know definition of English Tenses 

    : 2. Students know manners of English Tenses 

    : 3. Students know the function of English Tenses 

    : 4. Students understand how to use English Tenses 

    

A. Tenses 

A.1. Definition of Tenses 

The term “tenses” refers to the grammatical category in a language that deals with the 

temporal relationship between actions or events in the past, present and future moment. 

The term “tenses” refers to the grammatical category in a language that deals with the 

temporal relationship between actions or events and the present moment. People use 

tenses to convey their needs and goals of communication. It is noted that time becomes a 

strong indicator of a happening moment and it is sometimes producing another 

interpretation out of the circle of the communication. Therefore, foreign English learners 

should have more understanding and exercises in English if they want to master the 

language as a native does. English books, videos, magazines, YouTube videos, English web 

learning, movies and songs some of sources English learners may use to learn and practice 

their English competences. And, having an English language community will give you a 

strong support to push and motivate you to overcome problems in the gab of your 

understanding. The community becomes partner, leader and manager based on their 

function. By using different tenses, speakers and writers can clarify whether something is 

happening in the present, has occurred in the past, or will take place in the future. 

Understanding and using correctly tenses is essential for effective communication and 

correct sentence construction.  
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These are 16 Tenses in generally, as: 

❖ Simple present tense 

❖ Present continuous tense 

❖ Present perfect tense 

❖ Present perfect continuous tense 

❖ Simple past tense 

❖ Past continuous tense 

❖ Past perfect tense 

❖ Past perfect continuous tense 

❖ Simple future tense 

❖ Future continuous tense 

❖ Future perfect tense 

❖ Future perfect continuous tense 

❖ Past future tense 

❖ Past future continuous tense 

❖ Past future perfect tense 

❖ Past future perfect continuous tense. 

 

A.1.1. Aspects of Tenses 

Tenses can express a habit, knowledge, duration, completeness, or ongoing of an action 

naturally. The detail of the sentences may be found in Present Tenses, Present Continuous 

Tenses, Past Tenses and Future Tenses. Let’s have some sentences to notice, as: 

 

Present Tense, as: 

1. I am a student of a university. 

2. Mr. Rumolo Siahaan is a man. He is a good father for me. 

3. Mrs. Lastri Evati Mori Marbun is an English teacher. He is the angel of my life. 

4. Kezia, Selyne and Joel are children. They are my life sprit.  

 

Present Continuous Tenses as: 

1. I am studying a new English book. 

2. He is watching an English documentary movie right now. 

3. You are writing an application letter.  

4. We are having a happy moment now. 
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Past Tense, as: 

1. I studied a new English song yesterday. 

2. He watched an English documentary movie last night. 

3. You wrote an application letter. 

4. We had a happy moment in last fall holidays. 

 

Future Tense, as: 

1. I will study a new English song next week.  

2. He will watch an English documentary movie next month. 

3. You will write the application letter next spring. 

4. We will have a happy moment in the next fall holidays. 

Different tenses show the different meanings, functions and goals. Writers emphasize their 

utterances through the tenses. Therefore, people understand that knowledge of sentences 

characters, meanings and functions are the highest priority in using language in harmony. 

To have deep understanding about sentences, pay attention to these language aspects, as: 

 

Narrative Tenses: 

Tenses play a crucial role in storytelling. Past tenses are often used to narrate events in 

stories and folktales. People may use kinds of past tenses to emphasize their goals and 

meanings. The past tenses also can be used to enrich specific tend and communication. All 

the events have already happened in the past.  

 

Expressing Hypotheticals and Conditionals: 

Conditional tenses, it is normally known as the first, second, and third conditionals. They 

are used to express hypothetical or conditional situations and their possible outcomes. 

They help learners to discuss unreal or imagined scenarios. 

 

Providing Context and Relevance: 

Tenses can indicate the relevance of an action or event to a specific point in time. As 

showed in the examples of Present Perfect Tense (I have seen that movie; She has studied 

the lesson) suggest that the actions of seeing the movie and studying the lesson are relevant 

to the present moment. 
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Differentiating Between Events: 

Tenses allow learners to distinguish between events that occur at different times and 

different conditions which preventing confusion in communication. 

 

Expressing Courtesy and Politeness: 

In some cases, the choice of tense can convey politeness or formality. For example, using 

the conditional tense (Could you please pass the salt?) can be more polite than using the 

imperative (Pass the salt, please.). 

 

Emphasizing Information: 

Tenses can be used strategically to emphasize certain information. For example, the present 

continuous tense can emphasize the current relevance of an action, as in I am reading this 

book right now. 

 

A.1.2. Names of Tenses 

A.1.2.1. Simple Present Tense 

The sentence is a verb tense used to describe actions, habits, facts, or general truths that 

occur in the present or are regularly repeated. These are some of the Simple Present Tense 

functions, as: 

• Expressing emotions and feelings 

• Explain something happen continually 

• Give instruction or commands 

• Valid at any time 

• Truth and knowledge 

 

Characteristics of Simple Present Tense 

▪ Uses verbs in the basic form (infinitive) or irregular verbs 

▪ Use auxiliary verbs, as: Do or Does, in Negative and Interrogative forms of verbal 

sentence. 

▪ Use adverbs of frequency, as: always, usually, often, sometimes, never, and others. 
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Structural Formulation: 

• (+) Subject + V1 (s/es) + Complement + Adverb of time 

• (-) Subject + do/does + not + V1 + Complement + Adverb of time 

• (?) Do/does + Subject + V1 + Complement + Adverb of time 

 

Examples: 

(+) He calls his friends up. 

(-) He does not call his friends up.  

(?) Does he call his friends up? 

(+) They do their homework. 

(-) They do not do their homework. 

(?) Do they do their homework? 

(+) You send them the wedding anniversary. 

(-) You do not send them the wedding anniversary. 

(?) Do you send them the wedding anniversary? 

 

A.1.2.2. Present Continuous Tense 

Present Continuous Tense is a verb tense used to describe an action or situation that is 

happening. It emphasizes the duration or ongoing nature of an action that starts in present 

time and is still happening up to now. Its location is in a time of the present zone. The time 

is normally named with present continuous time.  

The Functions of Present Continuous Tense, as: 

• To express events those are happening at the moment 

• To state events that will occur in the future (plans) 

 

The Characteristics of Present continuous Tense are usually marked with time information 

as: now/right now, at the moment, this month, this year, still, and soon. 

Structural Formulation: 

• (+) Subject + to be (am/is/are) + verb-ing + Complement + Adverb of time 

• (-) Subject + to be (am/is/are) + not + verb-ing +Complement + Adverb of time 

• (?)To be (am/is/are) + Subject + verb-ing + Complement + Adverb of time 
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Examples: 

(+) He is calling his friends up. 

(-) He is not calling his friends up.  

(?) Is he calling his friends up? 

(+) They are doing their homework. 

(-) They are not doing their homework. 

(?) Are they doing their homework? 

(+) You are sending them the wedding anniversary. 

(-) You are not sending them the wedding anniversary. 

(?) Are you sending them the wedding anniversary? 

 

A.1.2.3. Present Perfect Tense 

The Present Perfect Tense is a verb used to describe actions or events that are completed at 

some indefinite point in the past but have relevance or impact to the present time. 

The Function of Present Perfect Tense 

1. Revealing an event that has happened in the past, then during the conversation, 

there is a connectivity or relevance to the present time. It means that there is still 

relation between the time of past to the present or event to the future.  

2. Talking about experiences but not specifics. 

3. Shows a change. 

4. State an achievement or result 

5. Reveal activities that have been carried out, but have not been completed. 

6. Tells about activities that occurred in different time that express an event or action 

that has just finished/ended (using addition + just) 

 

The Characteristics of Present Perfect Tense 

• States an action that has occurred or has been carried out by someone but learners 

do not know exactly when it happened. 

• Declares an activity or action that has just occurred or has just been completed by 

someone. 

• Declares an activity that started happening in the past and is still happening today 

or is still related to the present time. 

• State the results of the activities that have been carried out or show the results of 

the work carried out 
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Structural Formulation: 

▪ (+) Subject + Have/has + Verb3 (Past Participle) + Complement + Adverb 

▪ (-) Subject + Have/has + not + Verb 3 (Past Participle) + Complement + Adverb 

▪ (?) Have/has/Haven`t/hasn`t + Subject + Verb 3 (Past Participle) + Complement + 

Adv 

 

Example: 

(+) He has called his friends up. 

(-) He has not called his friends up.  

(?) Has he called his friends up? 

(+) They have done their homework. 

(-) They have not done their homework. 

(?) Have they done their homework? 

(+) You have sent them the wedding anniversary. 

(-) You have not sent them the wedding anniversary. 

(?) Have you sent them the wedding anniversary? 

 

A.1.2.4. Present Perfect Continuous Tense 

The present perfect continuous tense is a verb tense used to describe actions or situations 

that began in the past, have continued up to the present, and may continue into the future. 

The Functions of Present Perfect Continuous Tense are: 

▪ Shows a completed action 

▪ Shows as the action that has just been completed 

▪ Shows as an action that started in the past 

 

The Characteristics of Present Perfect Continuous Tense are: 

• To express habits that started in the future, past and continues till now.  

• Expresses the result of a completed action. 

• Perfect Continuous Tense can also be used for actions that are done continually.  

 

Structure Formulation: 

▪ (+)Subject + Have/has + been + present participle (V-ing) + Complement + Adverb 

▪ (-) Subject + Have/has + not + been + Present Participle + Complement + Adverb 

▪ (?) Have/has + Subject + been + present participle + Complement + Adverb 
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Example: 

(+) He has been calling his friends up. 

(-) He has not been calling his friends up.  

(?) Has he been calling his friends up? 

(+) They have been doing their homework. 

(-) They have not been doing their homework. 

(?) Have they been doing their homework? 

(+) You have been sending them the wedding anniversary. 

(-) You have not been sending them the wedding anniversary. 

(?) Have you been sending them the wedding anniversary? 

 

A.1.2.5. Simple Past Tense 

Simple past tense is a verb tense used to describe actions or events that occurred and were 

completed in the past. It is used to convey that the action is no longer ongoing and 

happened at a specific point in time or during a specific time frame in the past. 

 

The Functions of Simple Past Tense are as below: 

▪ To explain events in the past and have been completed at the specific time 

▪ To explain several events or activities that have been carried out in the past 

▪ To tell about events that started and ended in the past 

▪ To tell about habits 

▪ To convey facts of things 

 

The Characteristics of Simple Past Tense are as below: 

• Using verbs of regular or irregular verb that indicates an activity occurred in the past. 

• Having “was” for singular pronouns, namely I, he, she, it and “were”, for plural 

pronouns as we, you, they. 

• Having time information that explains the past such as last night, yesterday, two 

weeks ago, three days ago, and last month. 

 

Structural Formulation: 

▪ (+) Subject + Verb 2 + Complement + Adverb  

▪ (-) Subject + did + not + Verb 1 + Complement + Adverb 

▪ (?) Did + Subject + Verb 1 + Complement + Adverb 
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Example: 

(+) He called his friends up. 

(-) He did not call his friends up.  

(?) Did he call his friends up? 

(+) They did their homework. 

(-) They did not do their homework. 

(?) Did they do their homework? 

(+) You sent them the wedding anniversary. 

(-) You did not send them the wedding anniversary. 

(?) Did they send them the wedding anniversary? 

 

A.1.2.6. Past Continuous Tense 

This tense is a verb tense used to describe actions or events that were ongoing or in 

progress at a specific point in the past. 

 

The Functions of Past Continuous Tense are as below: 

▪ To express actions that were ongoing in the past (state events that took place in the 

past). 

▪ To describe two events that happened simultaneously in the past (shows two events 

that happened simultaneously in the past). 

▪ To show time of before and after. 

▪ To shows development, growth, or other change(s) over time (to shows 

development, growth, or other changes over time). 

 

The Characteristics of Past Continuous Tense are as below: 

This tense has characteristics that differentiate it from other tenses, namely that the 

sentence predicate in this form always consists of to be/was + present participle 

 

Structural Formulation: 

• (+) Subject + was/were + Verb-ing + Complement + Adverb 

• (-) Subject + was/were not + Verb-ing + Complement + Adverb  

• (?) Was/were (?) Subject + Verb-ing + Complement + Adverb? 
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Example: 

(+) He was calling his friends up. 

(-) He was not calling his friends up.  

(?) Was he calling his friends up? 

(+) They were doing their homework. 

(-) They were not doing their homework. 

(?) Were they doing their homework? 

(+) You were sending them the wedding anniversary. 

(-) You were not sending them the wedding anniversary. 

(?) Were they sending them the wedding anniversary? 

 

A.1.2.7. Past Perfect Tense 

The past perfect tense is used to describe an event that occurred before a completed action 

in the past. 

 

The Functions of Past Perfect Tense are as follows: 

▪ Expressing an action or action that has been completed 

▪ Showing how often an action occurs 

▪ Expressing a hope 

▪ Creating reported speech and reported text 

▪ To shows that an action occurred before an certain time in the past 

▪ Showing dissatisfaction with the past 

▪ Using addition (+ just) 

 

The Characteristic of Past Perfect Tense is as: Had + Past participle 

 

Structural Formulation: 

• (+) Subject + had + verb 3 + Complement + Adverb 

• (-) Subject + had + not + verb 3 + Complement +  Adverb 

• (?) Had + Subject + verb 3 + Complement + Adverb 
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Example: 

(+) He had called his friends up. 

(-) He had not called his friends up.  

(?) Had he called his friends up? 

(+) They had done their homework. 

(-) They had not done their homework. 

(?) Had they done their homework? 

(+) You had sent them the wedding anniversary. 

(-) You had not sent them the wedding anniversary. 

(?) Had you sent them the wedding anniversary? 

 

A.1.2.8. Past Perfect Continuous Tense 

This tense is a verb tense used to describe actions or situations that were ongoing or in 

progress for a period of time before another action or event in the past. 

 

The Functions of Past Perfect Continuous Tense are as follow: 

• To state an action or event or event that occurred continuously in the past. 

• To tell about actions that has occurred and was still ongoing in the past up to a 

certain point in the past. 

• To tell the period of an action or event. 

• To state an event that took place some time in the past 

• To state an action that was carried out and took place in the past. 

 

The Characteristics of Past Perfect Continuous Tense is formulated by the pattern as: Had + 

been + present participle 

 

The general patterns are as follow: 

▪ (+) S (+) had been + V1 + ing + Complement + Adverb 

▪ (-) S + had not been + V1 + ing + Complement + Adverb 

▪ (?) Had + S + been + V1 + ing + Complement + Adverb 

 

 

 

 


